HCA Tech Note 124

Moving your design to a new computer

In order to backup an HCA design — which can consist of many different files — or to move it to a new computer, the
Design Backup Assistant is a useful tool.

To start the process, select from the Tools ribbon category Design Backup Assistant. The first question answers if you are
backing up or moving to a new computer.

Design Backup Assistant

Depending upon the complexity of your automation design you may have many different files. That
can make it complex to backup your design or move it to a new computer. This assistant helps
identify the files that are referenced in your design and should be part of a backup. This tool only
finds the files that need to be backed up - how you make the backup is up to you.

Are you creating a backup of your design or are you configuring a new computer for HCA?

Making backup New Machine

When making a backup, the assistant looks through your design and locates files that need to be saved and reports on
them. The top part of the report dialog shows the general areas that contain locations of the files referenced in your
design. The lower section contains a report on those specific files.

The final section contains a button to start a tool that saved in a file all the setting that HCA stores in the system registry.
In general, this is anything that is modified from the HCA Options dialog.
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Design Backup Assista

These elements of your design were found to reference files:
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File Format Template Files

Image Tile Pictures

®

Design File
Power Track Files

HTML Display Files / Folders
Display Backgrounds

IR Definition Files

Files are referenced in programs by these element types:

Play Sound

Read Data

Fiun Program

Script

File: Format
() Tie Update

Youu may have added custom icon files into one or more icon themes but these are not checked for.

Type

Design
Digplay
Display
Display
Display
Display
Display
Display
Display
Display
Digplay
Display
Display
Display
Display
Display
Disolav
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Lower Floomplan
Page Cameras
Page Cameras
Page Home
Page Home
Fage Home
Page Home
Page Home
Page Home
Fage Home
Page Securty
Page Securty
Page Security
Page Security
Fage Securty
Paoe Securitv
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Design File
[DXF Background
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
Image Tile
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Image Tile
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Path

C:Users'Kimbery DevZ Documents"HCA Quilcene Quilcene 3. HCA
C:iUsers"Kimbery DevZ\Documents"HCA Quilcens \LOWER.DXF
Camera Images'Camera A Image jpg

m

Camera Images'Camera B Image jpa
Images*EnergylUse png
Images*Securty pnag
Images"Weather png 4
Images*Status3 png

Images*Home png

Images“Cameras png

Images“MaostRecent1.png

Images*HomeMaode 1.png

Images*HomeMade15mall pna
Images*Home ModeZ25mall png
Images*HomeMode35mall png
C:xUsers"Kimberty\Documents " HCA Quilcene’\Images" Away png
CAlUsers"Kimber\Documents "HC A Quilcene \Imaces Awav ona
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MOTE: When moving your design to another computer, if your design uses full paths to a file, the path to an image file in a tile for example,
you should move the file to the same path on the new computer.

In addition to your design file and these other files, settings in HCA Options can be saved and restored f moving to a new machine.

Save HCA Options settings

==

The assistant identifies the files you need to backup, but it is up to you to do the work of moving files.
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The Save HCA Options settings button opens a file browser to select a file to save the settings and then saves them. The
file is text in JSON format.

Restoring HCA options on a new computer

One of the challenges of moving an HCA installation is that many of your settings are stored in the system registry. The
Backup Assistant contains a way to save those settings on one computer and restore them on another.

After pressing the “New Machine” button on the Assistant first popup, you get yet more information.

-

HCA

... ==

HCA Options Import

If you are moving your HCA design to a new computer, hopefully you have copied all the parts of your

design onto this new machine. On the old machine the Design Backup Assistant is there to help you

find the files you need to move and export your HCA Options settings. If you have not moved all the

files to this new machine, you should do it now.

All done with moving files? Great!

Last step is to import the HCA Options saved on your old machine to this new machine. After you do

this, you should check the port assignments for your interfaces as this computer may have different

communication port numbers.

To get started press the Options Import button and use the File-Open dialog to browse to the HCA

Options file moved from the old machine. If using client-server you should be doing this on the

computer that runs the server!

I:‘ Show changes but don't update the registry

Options Import

Cancel

As the dialog says, press the Options Import button to browse to the file containing the saved options. The file is the
read and the system registry updated.
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It may be helpful to know...

All options import complete. You should open HCA Options and check, especially the hardware tab, to

make sure all is as you want.

| understand

Note 1: Some options that are part of what the installer creates — locations of system files are not imported as well as
the Recent file list.

Note 2: If you are cautious, tick the “Show changes” checkbox before clicking the Options Import button and the
changes that would be made in the registry are shown but not made.

Note 3: If you make use of the Power Track facilities you should also copy the contents of the Power Track folder in the
HCA documents area to your backup or new computer.

Hitend#ttt

TechSup@HCATech.com

www.homecontrolassistant.com

4


http://www.homecontrolassistant.com/

